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Upcoming Events in May Upcoming Events in June
5th— 2nd Grade Sign Language Program 5th — Last Full Day of School Students

9:30 a.m. Honors/Awards Ceremony
6th — SIP DAY—1/ 2 Day of School (Classes . .
Dismiss at 11:30 a.m. 1:30 p.m.—8th Grade Celebration

9th —Track Meet at Washington High School 8th—Last Day—Report Card Pick Up (1 hour of

7:45 AM school)
10th — Mother’s Day .
11th— PTCO Meeting at 5:00 P.M. CORRECTION: We mlssed a few Honor
14th-15th—School Play “Alice in Roll student from our list:
Wonderland” 5:30 PM Both Nights ~ Geoffrey Watkins—Honor Roll
19th — PTCO Performance at 5:30 P.M. Dakota Watkins-BUGS
25th — NO SCHOOL—Memorial Day Adrina Hughes—Honor Roll

CONGRATULATIONS!

Roosevelt Magnet School —-Class of 2009

As an effort to promote physical fitness and celebrate the academic success of the Class of 2009, we are
having a Walk-a-thon. Students are asking for a flat fee donation (i.e. $5, $10, $20 etc) to sponsor them to
complete a 4 mile walk to promote physical fitness. Donations will go towards the celebrations and awards
day luncheon. Each student has a minimum goal of $25. There will be prizes for the top 3 producers. We
appreciate your support and generosity. This support will help us honor the Class of 2009 and thank them for
continuing the tradition of the Rockin’ Roughriders of Roosevelt. Deadline for donations is Friday May 22.

Roosevelt Children Start a Community Garden

Roosevelt Magnet school recently was the recipient of a $500 grant to start a service- learning project
called the “Community Garden”. This project is part of the University of lllinois Extension's school
enrichment program "Promote Life Skills to Prevent Violence”. This project teaches children through
work based learning and science inquiry a positive manner in which they can impact their local
neighborhood and community as a whole by

providing fresh food products for local families and food pantries while also teaching about conserva-
tion and “green thinking”. On Saturday, May 2, the first phase of this project began with the installa-
tion of six, 8ft.x8ft. raised garden beds. Over 50 children & adults helped get this project underway.
We are grateful to everyone who helped on this day. Key to this project is the development of mentor-
ing relationships with local faith based

community members and other adults with Roosevelt students. Any adult that would like to work with
students on this project over the summer is asked to contact Mrs. Nieukirk. Special thanks to Dave
Krumholz, owner of Krumholz Brothers landscaping for his generous donation of time and materials
for this project that our grant did not cover.

PTCO Update

Next PTCO meeting is Monday, May 11™ at 5:30 pm. This is an important end of the year meeting
regarding PTCO officer elections. Any member who is interested in running for office must submit in
writing their intent and the office they wish to occupy at the May 11th meeting. All candidates may be
subject to approval of the RMC principal. An election meeting date will be established at the May 11™
meeting. Only those members present at the election meeting will be allowed to vote. Parents/
guardians, current RMS principals, teachers and support staff are eligible to vote.

Play dates: May 14 & 15 @ 5:30.



KINDERGARTEN
As we approach the end of the year, attendance and
effort is very important in kindergarten! All of our
goals have been introduced and are being tested
weekly with each child thru observance and work!
Please be sure to look at your child's progress report
and look at the goals your child needs to improve
and work on. In April we had our butterflies deliv-
ered and had so much fun learning about the butter-
fly cycle! What a fun way to Celebrate Earth Day!
Kindergarten Registration was a hit! We are moving
into our 7th Unit in Open Court reading! We have
really soared high with our sounds and letters!
Please be working with segmenting and blending at
home! We have more than 30 sight words that we
have learned from our weekly decodable books that
we bring home! Make flash cards and do these
every night for five minutes and watch the improve-
ment of your child's reading! Our zoo field trip is in
May so we will be exploring animals in the next
couple of weeks! Great Job on Spelling Tests each
week! We are working on 0-10 digit addition and
subtraction! Many useful resources at the Dollar
Tree ) flash cards, writing paper tablets, posters,
BOOK!etc)! What a great way to have a mini
school stocked for the summer to keep your child on
a learning routine for 1st grade! We are Rockin our
way into 1st grade!

THE FIRST GRADE CLASSES
have been very busy writing about
the stories we have read in our an-
thology books. Displayed in our
hallway are our stories about The Kite, The Gar-
den, The Hare and the Tortoise and why we like
the rain. We are learning to write in paragraph
form with an introductory sentence, three detail
sentences and a concluding sentence.

Butterflies! Butterflies! Butterflies! We
are also having fun with science. Each classroom
will receive its own container of monarch caterpil-
lars. We will observe these caterpillars as they go
through the metamorphosis process. After they
have transformed into butterflies, we will conclude
our butterfly unit by releasing them in the school
courtyard. What a unique experience!

Plants! Plants! Plants!! Spring is here
and we are ready for our plant unit. We will be
discussing different types and parts of seeds, the
parts of a plant, and the life cycle of a tree. Investi-
gating and labeling a lima bean seed is one of our
unit activities. We will also be planting seeds,
graphing their growth, and taking care of our own
plants.

In Math, please continue to help your
child count money, tell time to the half hour, and
practice their addition and subtraction facts. We
are working on double digit addition and subtrac-
tion, fractions, measurement, and fact families.

2ND GRADE NEWS

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the sign lan-
guage program on May 5th at 9:30 in the auditorium! Don't
miss it!

In reading we are finished with our Fossils unit and will be
starting a new unit on Courage. In math we are working on
counting money. Any extra help at home with this skill is
greatly appreciated!

With the weather getting warmer, we know
it is harder to get the children to complete

. homework. Please check the planners and
_;-;' remind them to finish all their work before
they go out to play. We still have lots to
learn!

In THIRD GRADE we are all about the money. Well,
not really. We are just doing much learning centering on
that topic. Our current reading unit theme is titled
“Money”. We are learning surprising things such as how
many things are more important than money, how money is
minted and circulated, and about wise ways of handling
money. In conjunction with this unit, students used their
artistic, creative ability to create their own currency.
CEFCU became involved in this unit when they donated
some fun coloring workbooks, age-appropriate DVDs, and
volunteered to send a speaker to our classrooms. We’ve
used plastic coins to practice counting money and making
change. Students and teachers have brought in coins from
other countries and we have used maps to identify their
origin. Students have also shown responsibility in turning
in their money for the field trip to ICC for the dance recital.
In third grade it is really all about the
learning.

4™ GRADE NEWS

so quickly. Our students are rapidly ap-
proaching the end of their fourth grade &
year and will soon be ready for fifth grade. =<
The end of the year is always full of excitement and anticipa-
tion. The teachers are usually just as (if not more!) excited
than the students. But please remind your child that the
school year is not over until the very last day and we expect
proper behaviors to continue through to the end. The April
incentives for manners and respect paid off with a dodge ball
match and some pie throwing. The students really showed
how well behaved they can be this month! Way to go!

Throughout May, we will continue working on
memorization of our times tables. So please practice these at
home any chance you get. We are also going to continue
working on division facts and tackling long division this year
too. As always in reading, we will cover concepts such as
comprehension, summarizing, and visualizing. In science,
we are looking forward to building our own garden on Roo-
sevelt’s lawn. This will be a great cross-curricular activity as
well as giving us a sense of ownership here at our school.
Please continue reading every day with your child and con-
tact us if you ever have any questions or concerns. Happy
Spring!




5TH GRADE

This has been a great year for the fifth grade! As we
draw to close, we feel that the students are ready for
sixth grade. Our benchmark scores reflect the needed
growth and level for future success. We could not have
done this without the help of our parents. We appreci-
ate the support and wish you all the best.
The fifth grade team.
Mrs. Youngren, Mrs. Montgomery & Mrs. Lee

GREETINGS FROM THE 6"" GRADE TEAM!
It is now May and the end of the year is right
around the corner. It is important that we continue
to put forth our best efforts, both with our behaviors
and our academics. During these last weeks of the
school year, students are learning and practicing
concepts that are yital to their success in 7" grade.
We must all be striving to prepare ourselves for
what is to come in the future.

Please continue to support your students by check-
ing and signing planners each night, signing Con-
duct/Effort cards each Thursday, motivating them to
continue reading their A.R. books, and contacting
us when you have any questions, comments, or con-
cerns.

Students are expected to have at least 7points
earned for A.R. tests by the end of the semester that
is on average 3-5 A.R. tests. Continue to encourage
your child to read every night!

If you would like to be added to the list of parents
receiving weekly math updates, please send your
email address to Ms. Jacobs
(jennifer.jacobs@psd150.org).

Thank you for all you have done, parents and stu-
dents, to make this a successful year!

<
Ralf ol

7" & 8" Grade Team

DEAR PARENTS & STUDENTS: We have 7
weeks of school left and many students have not
turned in their assignments in class or com-
pleted homework assignments. Students need to
stay focused and participate positively in class! All
of the work that is being taught nowis to help pre-
pare 7" graders for 8" grade and 8" graders for
high school. It is very important for students to
take these next seven weeks just as serious as the
first seven weeks. Encourage your child to attend
class on time and to work! Please work with us to

make the wholeschool year a success!
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Cong

To
Kenya, Lola, & Lucaya Rutherford, & Kiamber
Russell
For Their Spectacular Performance In
Razzle Dazzle Dance
At ICC Performing Arts Center

ATTENTION PARENTS:
If you have outstanding lunch charges, they need to be
paid as soon as possible. Any charges over $10.00 will
be turned over to a collection agency. If your student is
free lunch and owes back fees, you are responsible for
paying them. That would be due to turning in your
lunch application late. Lunch applications are sent out
in August. Lets all get them filled out as soon as we get
them in August this year, so there will be no charges for
next year! J 8™ Graders are not allowed to participate in
the 8™ grade celebration until all fees are paid. Report
cards will be held until fees are paid also. Your student
should be bringing home a slip
weekly showing what they owe. If
you have any questions, feel free to
call me. Thank you. ® .
Q

Debra Lawrence
Cafeteria Manager



Primary Art — Mrs. Unes

are in need of rolling pins to work with clay. It
has been decided to add ceramics to the art
classes as units of study so the students can
expand their experiences in working with three-
dimensional material. Soooo00. . .. ... if you
no longer use your rolling pin or you know of
others who have a rolling pin to spare, please

Several of the 5™ grade class members attended
art education workshops on April 25™ at ISU in
Normal. Workshops were taught by senior art
education students. Approximately eighteen
students from RMS attended the Saturday
morning workshop.
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General Music-Mrs. Stenoish
Well, if you are reading this it is already May. We
are getting busy with our planning for next year.
Fourth through seventh grade students and parents
should be seeing information coming home regard-
ing scheduling for next year. If your students have
not brought this home for you to talk over and sign,
please ask them about it.

We have our incoming Magnet auditions this
month, and also our “in-house evaluations” for stu-
dent placement for next year. These evaluations are
not based on a one-time audition, but also on stu-
dents work throughout the year.

The last weekend in April, we took two vocal
groups to State competition in Plainfield. So many
parents were helpful with that trip, that left at an
uncomfortable 6:30 a.m.

Thanks to Lakeitra Roland, Dwanda Jenkins, Tina
King, Luberta Lewis, Chanda Beasley, Jimmy
Hughes, Alicia Braison, Martha Young, Terri Ste-
vens, Paula Hill, Jamie Rodgers, Robbie McGowan,
Dawn and Ray Anderson, Erika Usher, Pamela
King, Lashonda Wesley, Cheryle Hayes, An-
quanette Wright, Trina Bonds, Kenitra Franklin,
Lynn Robinson, and Mrs. Parker, for all of your
help and support.

send them to school with a student. They will painting if they haven’t already done so. Also,
certainly help us out next year when we work any 8" grade Sculpture students without old work
with clay. shirts need to get them into class. We will be do-

ing some messy work. The 5" grade classes are

Middle School Visual Art
with Ms. Frei
Make sure that your Art student has enough
Art supplies to last to the end of the year! I'm
finding a number of students are coming to class
without erasers, pencils, pencil sharpeners or col-
ored pencils. The 7™ grade Architectural Draw-
ing students are reminded to bring an old shirt for

working on Still Life compositions and learning
to apply the Elements of Art to the Elements of
Design. Keep sketching!

Choral Music-Mrs. Frederickson

The Roughrider Choristers are preparing for
their FINAL EXAMS. Parents, help them drill
with study guides to improve their progress. Stop
by my classroom after school if you need help.
Thanks!

Concert Choir will be performing at the Dis-
trict Wide Jr. High Choral Festival at Manuel
High, April 30. Watch for the permission slips for
more information. Hope you can join them for
support.

5™ Grade Choir will need all black for their
performance at PTCO, May 19. They have
“special” song just for Roughriders!

Also, we want to thank you for your continued
encouragement and support towards helping your
child develop a habit for good participation in
daily rehearsals throughout their Arts Classes!

Drama — Mrs. Boerger

Congratulation, to the drama students who performed at
our Courthouse Spring Celebration; we received many
wonderful compliments about your performances. Our
School Play Alice in Wonderland is in full swing.
Many Roosevelt students are working very hard to put
this show together. We will be performing May 14™ and
15" at 5:30 p.m. Tickets will be available at the door. If
anyone is interested in volunteering or helping behind
scenes, with costumes, make-up, or hair please let Mrs.
Boerger know.



Band News — Mr. Beelman

As the end of the quickly approaches we have a few more things happening in the band department
everyone needs to be aware of. The Jazz Band will be collaborating with Peoria High School’s Jazz
Band this month. I will be taking the band over to the high school on May 8™ for a combined re-
hearsal with the PHS Jazz Band. We will give a combined concert that following Monday, May 1
at 7:00 p.m. I would encourage all parents to attend this performance, it should be very impressive.
The 5" Grade band and Cadet Band will finally have their long awaited debut performance at this
month’s PTCO Concert on May 19". These groups have been working very hard all year and they
are extremely anxious to perform! The Concert starts at 5:30 and all students performing will need to
be here at 5:00 dressed in concert attire. Please come out and help support the band in their few final
performances of the year, we will see you then!
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Reading Thoughts from the Reading Coach-Becky Burton
We’re nearing the end of this school year and most of our students have made tremen-
dous progress. However, some of our students are still struggling readers. Parents
have often asked me what they can do to help at home. For those parents with
younger children, mastering sight words and learning how to decode (break words

apart) and recode words (putting words back together) are fundamental in becoming %

successful readers. What you, as parents, do for and with your children at home

makes more of a difference than anything schools can do. That isn’t because schools —_—
or teachers don’t do a good job, but because home experience comes first and goes =
deepest. Positive attitudes formed in the home can have a profound influence on your \ &

child’s success. Reading is the key building block toward your child’s education and
is the easiest thing to do in the home. Some other suggestions are to play reading
games with your child, go to your local library, recite Mother Goose rhymes to intro-
duce rhythm and rhyme and stimulate vocabulary. The Dollar store has sight word
cards, word family cards, and reading games and books. It is essential to interact with
your child’s reading activities. Practice reading a page of a story and then have your
child reread the page to you. Practice sight word flash cards. Practice is vital. Infants
become better walkers by practicing, children become better bikers and soccer players
by practicing and research shows that readers become more successful if they interact
with letters and words each day for 20-30 minutes. This is Spring—shower your chil-
dren with the love of Reading and watch them start to blossom!!

May Newsletter—J. Shahan

May has arrived and with it many activities. The fifth grade dance ensemble will be performing a modern dance
at the Spring Concert on May 19th here at Roosevelt. Folklorica performed at the Courthouse Spring Fling in
April. Thank you to those who were able to attend. We are already planning for next year and looking forward to
a great year ahead.

o)

Elementary Dance/6-8" PE-Ms. Wells &

Reviewing 4 forms of concert dance in general classes. The students are able to identify b4
and discuss jazz, tap, ballet and modern forms of dance. By the end of the year they will be able to l, .
audition with combinations in at least 2 of the concert dance forms.

Savion Glover the choreographer of Happy Feet helped with our tap vocabulary. He did a
wonderful presentation on finding your heart song whether it be singing, dancing, drawing, acting,
reading etc. Most of our students had one heart song. Some of them felt they had 2 heart songs. All of them knew
that my heart song was teaching and dance.

Both 3" and 4™ grade Dance Ensemble classes have learned to dress in dance attire with Gisele-lightening
speed. They have come a long way in displaying dancer etiquette. We are polishing our routines and they will be
performance ready in May. I will send notes home when it is decided when and where they will perform.

PE classes are working on character education in the gym. We will be enjoying class outdoors as much as
possible. Our activities will be centered around springtime sports.



NdZNEM  FH=0MmT¢

Sculpture Workshop in RMS
Courtyard

In conjunction with 5th grade art classes
study of artist, Henry Moore, students held a
sculpture workshop in RMS Courtyard on
Friday, April 24, 2009 from 9:30-11:00 a.m.

Other teachers and grade level students came
out on this beautiful day to lend support and
learn a little more about Mr. Moore’s sculp-
ture style too!

Also on hand, to lend a hand were Bradley
Professors, Dr. Patty Nugent (right) and Dr.
Helja Anatola Crowe.

HAPPY EARTH DAY!
RMS Students celebrated Earth Day by
planting a Red Crimson Maple Tree in the
front lawn of the school yard. Students in
Kindergarten through third grade partici-
pated in the plan\ting/celebration. A spe-
cial thanks to Sam’s Club for donating the
tree and sending several employees to help
join in the celebration. Thank you also to
members of the Boys and Girls Club who
were on hand to celebrate our Earth!




